
 

20 August to 25 September 2011 

Jeff Mincham: Ceramics 

T his significant touring exhibition of over 30 large ceramic vessels presented by the Gallery was the fifth 

project in the ongoing series, Living Treasures: Masters of Australian Craft organized by Object ð 

Australian Centre for Craft and Design, and supported by Visions Australia. The exhibition  was a delight to 

all who were fortunate enough to visit the Gallery while it was in Cowra.  
 òMincham is an artist in his creative prime, his most recent works showcase the unique results of his passionate research and 

experimentation with surface textures and firing techniques. The work he is creating today 

is new, exciting and at times exquisiteó. Object 

  The Exhibition was opened by well known local ceramicist Greg Daly, and 

after the opening, those present were treated to a discussion that Greg humorously called òMincham and 

Daly Unpluggedó.   

 The two discussed Jeffõs creative journey from the time he left the family farm in South Australia 

to study painting... to his discovery of Pottery and his resolution not to just follow along and do what 

others  were doing  - even experimenting to a dangerous (explosive) point.  Jeff became, and still is to the 

observer, enthralled with the ôadventureõ of ceramics.  His aim is to ôseduceõ us into each piece with itõs 

texture/colour. 

 Jeff spoke of the changes in 40 years in ceramics as his personal interest and practice also 

evolved.  The body of work in this exhibition took close to a year to produce, and was very evocative of 

the landscapes that inspired him.  He works on the progression of techniques to achieve the results he 

seeks, but never wants to lose the fundamentals of raku. 

 Also present at the opening was the exhibition curator Sandra Brown, Touring  

Exhibitions Co-ordinator at OBJECT. The exhibition was beautifully staged with back drops 

of images taken by Mincham representing the different landscapes that enhanced the beauty 

of the pieces in the collection.  

 The Gallery received a special grant from Museums and Galleries NSW to allow  

Jeff Mincham to be artist-in-residence during the first week of the 

exhibition as well as subsidize bus costs for several school groups to visit 

the exhibition during the five weeks it was on in Cowra.  

 Minchamõs residency included several activities such as the  

exhibition opening event mentioned above; a school studio visit and demonstration at Canowindra High 

School, and a special schools talk at the Gallery. This was a unique opportunity for schools from the 

region. Over 30 students from Canowindra and Hennessy High Schools attended this special educational 

event.   

In total eight school groups and 261 children attended the exhibition. The Gallery would like to 

thank Greg Daly and Catherine Bennett for their support during Jeff Minchamõs artist-in-residency.  

 

Next in the Gallery  

Exhibition opening  ð Saturday 22 October 2011ñcommencing at 1.30pm 
 

REPLANT: a new generation of botanical art will feature in the Gallery along with a 

collection of new work by Bathurst artist Rachel Ellis.   
 REPLANT speaker will be Fiona Sivyer, Manager Nomad Gallery, Canberra.  

 The Replant exhibition is about plants, people and the environment. It is a gathering of a delicate series 

of artistic responses to an Australian environment. It is an excursion through the eyes of six different 

printmakers and a photographer into the remarkable world of plants in the tropical north of Australia.  

 This exhibition of limited edition etchings and photographs explores the unique characteristics 

of species that survive and prosper through the climatic extremes of monsoonal rains, dry weather and 

wild fires. The Replant artists were invited to participate in the project on the basis of their art practice 

and come from a diverse range of cultural and stylistic backgrounds.  

 Tiwi artist Irene Mungatopi travelled from Melville Island and was known for the depiction of 

plants in her paintings, Deborah Wurrkidj an accomplished traditional weaver came from Maningrida in 

north central Arnhem Land, Marita Sambono a young custodian from Daly River and Winsome Jobling, 

paper maker and sculptor from Darwin. Joining the group from interstate is renowned environmental 

and installation artist, Fiona Hall from Adelaide and printmaker, painter and collaborator, Judy Watson 

from Brisbane.  

 Photographer Peter Eve documented the project as well as producing a series of images that 

capture the spirit of the Daly River region.     

Judy Watson 

 bat-wing coral tree red bean tree 
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Above: Greg Daly and Jeff Mincham 

Below: Curator Sandra Brown 

Greg Daly admiring the works. 

Jeff Mincham speaking to one of 

the school groups. 



Sacred Footsteps tour ð Tibetan monks sand mandala  
9 to 14 August 2011 

F or five days the Gallery hosted the visit of 3 Tibetan monks and 2 assistants to 

Cowra. During their time in the Gallery, the monks created a sand mandala 

using traditional patterns. Other activities include guided meditation sessions. 

 This was a rare opportunity to meet artists from another cultural 

background, and the visit proved popular with children and adults alike.   There were 716 

visitors over the five days ... 226 of whom were children.  

  Thank you to the Vineyard Motel for their generous support of accommodation 

and to the many volunteers who cooked meals for the Monks during their stay in Cowra.                        
Photos:  Top row:   Monks working on the Mandala, and some of the many children who visited.   

Opposite right: The completed work, and lastly, the dissolution ceremony.    Photos by Brian Langer.   

Special Event  

 

Lachlan Valley Biennial Art Awards  
1 - 16 October 2011  Presented by the Cowra Art Group Inc.  

T his exhibition for artists living within a 100km radius of Cowra, is the 6th Biennial Exhibition to be presented by the Cowra 

Art Group in the Cowra Regional Art Gallery since the gallery was opened, and has again proved popular with visitors. 
 The awards consisted of five diverse sections ðTraditional, Contemporary, Watercolour, Mixed Media and Ceramics with 

sponsorship support coming from local businesses and community members. There were also two additional awards for Works on Paper and 

Peopleõs Choice, the latter decided at the close of the exhibition.   

 Director Brian Langer welcomed a good crowd of visitors and artists to the Cowra 

Regional Art Gallery on Friday 30th September, for the Official Opening and announcement of Award 

winners. He next introduced Cowra Art Group President Pamela Heikkinen who spoke on the 

exhibition and introduced Awards Judge Rowen Matthews, a well known Artist and Art Educator 

from Blackheath.  Amongst other prizes, Rowen was the 2009 Calleen Award winner.  

Rowen Matthews pictured at left. 

Those present appreciated Rowenõs complimentary comments on the exhibition 

displaying works from 50 central western artists, and his interesting observations 

re the winning works.  After announcing the Award Winners, Rowen declared the 

exhibition officially open. 
 

The always popular Traditional section was won by Newbridge Artist David Lake  with an oil painting titled Winter Light ð 

Cobar. Highly Commended were acrylic works by Dallas Nyberg of Cowra, and Dermot Rodwell of Woodstock.  
Commended artists were April Cary from Cowra, and Neil Skinner and Glen Southwood from Orange. 

David Lake and his painting are pictured on the left.  
 

The Award for the most outstanding Contemporary work went to Barbara 

Holmes of Bathurst for her charcoal òGlenrock 

Lagoonó.      Right:  Barbara Holmes and her work. 

Bruce Holmes was Highly Commended for his 

work in oils.   Commended were David 

Stanley and Shani Nottingham, both of Cowra, 

and Ken Hutchinson of Wattamondara. 
 

 

The Watercolour Award went to Woodstock artist Peter Larsenõs òVictorian High Countryó, and a Highly 

Commended was awarded to Carolyn Shaw of Young. 
Left: Peter Larsen and his watercolour  
 

The Award for the Mixed Media section went to Christine 

Lanham of Cowra for her work òLayersó, and a Highly 

Commended was awarded to Kiata Mason of Grenfell.             
        Right: Christine Lanham and òLayersó. 

 

There were 33 òWorks on Paperó taken from all the above 

sections, and the Award went to Cowra artist David Henley for his 

pastel ò Specimen Hill 1&2 Diptychó.  Highly Commended Awards 

went to Mary Ford of Darbyõs Falls and Bernice Lavender of 

Koorawatha.  Bathurstõs  Kay Chapman was Commended.  
David Henley is pictured at left. 

 

The winning Ceramic titled òCrab Bowl ð Soda Firedó was a 

beautiful piece created by Louise Ranshaw from Bathurst.  

Highly Commended Awards went to Catherine Bennett of 

Cowra and Graham Watt of Greenthorpe.   

Commended were Jane Hanbury of Forbes, and Heather Kiely and Sondra Green of Cowra. 

Art Group President Pamela Heikkinen 

with Director Brian Langer 

Above: Louise Ranshaw and her Crab Bowl 
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4 June to 3 July 2011 

Thereõs A War On! World War II At Home  

P oignant for many, this exhibition was a Museums and Galleries 

NSW touring exhibition that created a lot of interest, 

depicting as it did, stories of World War II on the home front, 

both in general and locally ð the EXPERIENCES that shaped a 

generation.  Museums and Galleries NSW is assisted by the NSW 

Government through òArts NSWó.  

 Cowra Regional 

Art Gallery Director Brian Langer curated a display of local memorabilia 

including the two restored altar panels created by Italian Prisoners of 

War which were originally housed in the Italian Chapel at the Cowra 

Prisoner of War Camp. 

 Guest speaker at the Opening was Michael Rolfe CEO Museums and 

Galleries NSW.  Michael gave an interesting talk and was keen to hear any stories of 

wartime experiences and memorabilia from local identities. 

 

Exhibition Floor Talk :   Before the opening Guest speaker Sarah-Jane Rennie 

exhibition Co-curator, spoke on the items in the exhibition and of the difficulty in finding items 

of interest as not a lot of objects were left in situ after the war as life òmoved onó.  She spoke 

of Newsreels; books written; the recruiting marches; training for war; fundraising; the 

Comfort Funds and amongst other things, the intrinsic value of Cowraõs Pardey photographic 

collection. 

Workshop.        Following the opening, Sarah-Jane presented a special workshop about the Thereõs a War On 

Website for individuals and groups with an interest in collecting.   She demonstrated how to find out what you 

want to know, and add further information. 

Exhibition 

Above left: 
Opening night 

Above: 

Michael Rolfe 
Left: 

Sarah-Jane Rennie 

during the 
workshop and 

Below left: 
The Altar Panels 

Exhibition 

9 July to 7 August 2011  

Max Dupain on Assignment 

M ax Dupain (1911-1992) is widely considered one of Australiaõs greatest photographers. This 

exhibition included fascinating examples of photographs produced during Dupainõs career, tracing 

his development as a photographer and artist from the 1940õs to the 1970õs.  
 
 

Gallery Talk   

 This Touring Exhibition from the National Archives of Australia was opened by speaker Ian 

Batterham Assistant Director, Preservation, National Archives of Australia, who afterwards gave an 

interesting talk on successfully printing your own photos at home with particular emphasis on successfully 

preserving them. 

Everyone present at the talk, received a National Archives of Australia Your story, our history  ôcarry bagõ of 

interesting booklets and informative folders to take home.  
 

Photos and report from Colleen Mead 
 

Below: Opening night audience 
 

Above right: Ian 
Batterham with 
Cowra Regional Art 

Gallery Director 

Brian Langer  
 

Right: Attentive 
audience at Ian 

Batterhamõs Gallery 
Talk in the Multi 
Purpose room 

 

In the Library until 22 October, 2011 

ôôPatterns In NatureõPatterns In Natureõ  

A display of beautiful mosaics from the Mosaic Association of 

Australia and New Zealand  
Proudly Presented by the Cowra Regional Art Gallery.                                      
View in normal Library opening hours. 
 

 Note:  1 November 2011 to 27 February 2012     
This display in the Library will be followed by 

OPERATION ART  
also presented by the Cowra Regional Art Gallery 

Workshops - Origami For Everyone   
Saturday 24 September 2011                                
The Gallery presented 2 special Origami 

workshops by renowned Origami practitioners 
and teachers Michael Clonaris and Etsuko 
Nagashita-Clonaris in association with the Sakura 

Festival on Saturday 24 September. The aim of 
the workshops was to introduce participants of 

all ages to this ancient Japanese art including a 
variety of basic objects such as a crane, fox, 

mask, finger puppets and more advanced shapes.    


