
kulata (spear)

malu (kangaroo)

ngura (Country)

punu (tree)

tjara (shield)

tjilpi (senior man)

tjitji (child)

y r n g t u p

t j i t j i m

j k u l a t a

i m k r r s l

l g l p a j u

p u n u o d t

i w n g u r a

Vincent Namatjira
Unknown soliders
Aboriginal soldiers’ contribution to the Australian armed forces is often overlooked. A lot of 
young Aboriginal men fought overseas to protect this country despite not being respected 
or recognised as citizens. Through these paintings, Vincent is drawing our attention to this 
overlooked piece of Australian history. Why do you think that Vincent used camouflage material? 

These portraits are not of specific soldiers but rather a symbolic representation of different 
photos of Aboriginal Servicemen that he found in his research at the Australian War Memorial. 
The works are a tribute to the “unknown solider” and all Indigenous soldiers and the eternal 
contract Aboriginal people have to protect their Country.

The artist also included a self-portrait – a choice Vincent made as he wanted to better 
understand the mindset of Indigenous soldiers. Which painting do you think is the self-portrait? 
How do you think he feels?

Mumu Mike Williams, Kunmanara 
(Willy Muntjantji) Martin and 
Sammy Dodd
Kulila! (Listen!)
This is a collaborative artwork between 
3 tjilpies who each impart their expert 
knowledge and skills to fight for respect and 
the protection of their Lands. 

Mumu Mike painted the central maps of 
Australia, the kuḻaṯa (spears), miru (spear 
thrower) and text in Pitjantjajara: Kulila. 
Manta munu Tjukurpa kunpualatjitu. 
[Listen.The land and the Tjukurpa have their 
own power.] Mumu Mike writes these words 
in Pitjantjatjara because language is a very 
important part of culture. Mumu Mike has 

painted on an Australia Post bag. He has 
written over this official government property to challenge the position that Australia belongs to 
the Commonwealth: he says ‘wiya’ [no] it belongs to the traditional owners. 

Kunmanara (Willy Muntjantji) painted to share his culture with the next generation. He painted 
his mother’s Country and the Waṉampi Tjukurpa (Water Snake Story). 

Sammy is a master spear maker, and created the finest kuḻaṯa for this artwork. He also 
dedicates his time to teaching this tradition to the young men in the Mimili community.

►► FIND an artwork made by an Indigenous artist who served in the army. Where did they serve? 
How are they protecting their Country now?

►► FIND these Pitjantjatjara words below.


