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of its 10" birthday .

As part of Cowra Shire Council
administration in 2000 when the
Gallery was completed, the then Mayor
Bruce Miller and General Manager Neville
Armstrong were largely responsible for the
planning stages of the Gallery and seeing it
to fruition.

They sought advice from local and
internationally recognized ceramicist Greg
Daly and art educator Anne Stanley
regarding what was desirable and practical,
and worked closely with the architects and
builders to achieve a great result.

From left

Bruce Miller
Neville Armstrong
Cyril Treasure and
Rod Blume

From Councilor Bill West Mayor, Cowra Shire Council 2010
“I have pleasure in congratulating, on behalf the Council and the community, the Art Gallery on the occasion

Thru outstanding leadership and management it has clearly become a significant contributor to the cultural
well being of our community as well of course being of regional significance.

Truly a facility to be justly proud of, | wish the gallery and those involved with its administration and
management continued success.”

A History of the Cowra Regional Art Gallery

he following information comes from a

pamphlet produced by Cowra Shire
Council on the occasion of the official
opening of the renovations and extensions
to Waugoola House on November |8,
2000, encompassing Cowra's Library, Art
Gallery and the Family History Group.

Bruce Miller wrote “Much is owed to
former Mayors Cyril Treasure and Rod Blume
and to their respective Councils for supporting
the need for the gallery and library since the
amalgamation of Waugoola Shire and Cowra
Municipal Councils in 1981.”

Then: “Until 2000 the arts in Cowra
have not had the facilities they deserve. Art
exhibition organisers have "made do" with
available venues, no doubt looking forward to
the day when artworks could be presented in
surroundings that did them justice.

The Cowra Art Group, Mrs Patricia
Fagan and the Cowra Arts Council were such visionaries and the Cowra Art Gallery rests
solidly on the foundation they have laid.”

The pamphlet also stated: “The visual arts in Cowra came of age with the
opening of the Cowra Art Gallery. The Gallery provides a much needed home for the
Calleen and Pardey Collections, a venue for local and travelling exhibitions and a space
for cultural activities.

Much is owed to the Cowra Art Group and Mrs Patricia Fagan, benefactor of
the Calleen Trust, for their foresight and work.
Twenty six years ago (note now 36 years), an annual,
acquisitive art prize was established. The Calleen
Collection now forms the basis of Cowra's art
collection and housing it appropriately was a major
catalyst in the establishment of the Gallery.”

February 16,
2001
Art Group
President
Shirley
Freebairn with
AN Peter Fagan,
on the occasion of the unveiling of the plaque in
honour of his mother Patricia Fagan OAM founder
of the Calleen Collection.

The Inspiration:
The late Patricia Fagan OAM
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From the Director

O n the occasion of the|0th Anniversary of the Cowra Regional Art Gallery, welcome to this special
and first colour edition of the Friends of the Gallery Newsletter. This celebratory occasion is a
wonderful opportunity to take into consideration the outstanding and distinctive contribution the Gallery
has made to the cultural life of Cowra and the region during the past 10 years.

The Gallery was established in September 2000 through the initiative of Council with important
support by the Cowra arts community and Mrs Patricia Fagan OAM as outlined on the front page by the
newsletter editor Gwen Clark. The presentation of the Gallery’s early exhibition program and public
activities commencing in October 2000 is outlined by Greg Daly, Chairman of the committee established
by Council to manage the Gallery until the appointment of the first Gallery Director in April 2003.

Those early exhibitions together with the support of the community and local artists established
the Gallery as a vital cultural hub in the region as well as providing a solid foundation to employ
professional staff. Jacqueline Schultz the first Gallery Director, has written about her highlights and
experiences at the Gallery from 2003 to 2007. During this period Jacqueline also enhanced the strategic development of the Gallery with
the support of the new Gallery advisory committee chaired by David Henley. The Friends of the Gallery committee also continued to
raise funds towards the development and care of the Gallery collection during this period.

I'm delighted to be part of the Gallery’s 0" Anniversary. The past 2/ years have gone so quickly and there have been many
wonderful highlights including the presentation of the 2009 Archibald touring exhibition and many other significant exhibitions we have
presented for the enjoyment of the community, local artists and visitors to Cowra.

In 2009 and again in 2010 we presented highly successful artists-in-residency/exhibition projects with funding support from Arts
NSW. I'm also grateful to the Calleen Trust for the ongoing support and assistance with development of the Calleen Art Award and
Calleen Art Collection. In 2009 we launched the Central West Regional Artists Award which has provided new opportunities for local
artists, and the Regional Student Youth Art Exhibition and Awards now in its seventh year, continues to provide new opportunities for
young artists living in the region.

Finally, congratulations to the Gallery volunteers past and present who unstintingly have supported the
Gallery during the past 10 years.

Enjoy our Spring program as we head to Summer 201 |
and | look forward to seeing you in the Gallery.
Brian Langer
Gallery Director

At left: Acting
Administration
Officer

Jacque Perry
Right: Simone Sly
who occupied the 1\
position until

recently.

David Henley
Gallery Committee
Chairman......

A position he has
occupied with
diligence since 2003.

The Friends of the Cowra Regional Art Gallery

“The Friends “ began with the meeting of a Steering Committee on |3 July 2000, following a meeting with General Manager Neville
Armstrong. A fee structure —adults $10, Concession $5 etc — was decided upon which is still the same ten years later. A public meeting
was called for 2 August 2000.

Thirty three people attended the meeting chaired by Garry Starr and 2| apologies were received. Those elected for office
were President - Heather Kiely; Vice President - Val Ward; Secretary - Robyn Turmeau; Treasurer - Margaret Page; Publicity\Newsletter
Editor - Gwen Clark; Volunteer Co-ordinator — Robyn Gough; Youth Representative — Melody Gough and Committee Representative —
Josephine Cox.

The next meeting was 14 September 2000, and a Social committee was appointed comprising Carl Erle, Wendy
Quilter, Colleen and Craig Johnstone, and Netta Eddy. In consultation with the Gallery Management Committee,
arrangements were discussed for the first function to be staged in the Gallery which was the Gala Preview Evening of the
exhibition “First Showing”. Five of those mentioned are still active members of the Friends Committee.

In the ten years of operation, the Friends have supported the Gallery in many ways with volunteering but most
notably with fund raising, having contributed needed items ranging from plinth covers and sound system in the early days,
to the latest which was the first much needed update for the gallery security system. The Friends have also purchased
worthwhile acquisitions for the gallery including the Olive Cotton prints.

The total amount of purchases over the ten years is approximately $40,000. Also we have supported the
People’s Choice Award in association with the annual Calleen Awards. It is worth noting that most of the funds have been
raised through special Friends’ events, catering at the Gallery and for other community functions.

We have remained a 355 Committee of Council and our current President is Councilor Jack Mallon. Our
current Catering Officer and Vice-President Wendy Quilter also served for a time as our President.

Other members have come and gone
and we now need an injection of youthful

Below right: Friends Committee members September 14th 2000.
husi . h d K Below - the 2010 Committee at the Annual Meeting, and Secretary Lois Foster.
enthusiasm to continue the good work. There are three additional committee members who were not present at the meeting.

From Top left:
Current President
Cr. Jack Mallon
Past President:
Wendy Quilter

4 Inaugural president:
| Heather Kiely
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Greg Daly: Looking back to the first three years.
n the beginning, (as the story goes) the Cowra Gallery opened 10 years ago with “First
Showing”. The first exhibition in the gallery, was felt by the management committee of the
gallery, should be an exhibition of Cowra artists of all mediums of and from community, one
work each. To show the Cowra community the richness and diversity that exists with it.
The exhibition opened with over |50 exhibitors spanning from 6 to 80+ years. All
mediums of the work: paintings in oil, watercolour, acrylic, photography, numerous printing
techniques, glass, wood, textiles and ceramics. The gallery opened with over 200 attending.
This exhibition set a wonderful beginning for the gallery.
The next three years included exhibitions of Lloyd Rees, Sidney Nolan, numerous
travelling exhibitions, students from local schools, and the re-established of the Calleen Art

Members of the inaugural Gallery Management

Committee. From left: Tony Dagg,
Anne Morton, Dermot Rodwell, Awards. Most exhibitions included a section in the gallery of local artists responding to the

Margaret Stent, and Chairman Greg Daly. theme of a travelling exhibition like Greg Barrett with a special interest in bodies in

movement. This exhibition was of his photographs of the Australian Ballet. Others drawing
on local collections like the Pardey Photographic collection, “Fifty years of Cowra Weddings”.

Two of the exhibitions that stand out for me were “On the Day” where international artist Nakahashi Katsushigue, began
negotiating his exhibition/ installation even before the gallery opened. The zero was exhibited in the 1999 Asian Pacific Triennial at the
Queensland Art Gallery. The installation and exhibition was over two months, it was in two parts the first was of a full size Zero fighter
being constructed from over 30,000 photos, and the second was an 8 x 4 metre panel of over 5500 photos of one to one ratio of ground
at the Cowra POW camp. Taken from dawn to dust a photo being taken every 7 seconds. At the end of the exhibition the Zero was
walked with the help of over 130 people to be burnt at the POW campsite. This was an exhibition of international standing. Katsushigue
went on to create Zero installations around the world till last year the end of 10 years of the project.

Another exhibition of major significance for Cowra was the “Unseen Collection” of Olive Cotton an international recognised
artist who lived in the Cowra region. This exhibition was curated over |18 months drawing on photographs Olive took of babies, children,
families and people in and around Cowra. These works had never been seen before, and represented a body of work that had not been
seen or exhibited before. It was truly an amazing exhibition of studies of people through the eyes / camera of Olive.

It was an amazing three years organizing and running the gallery as chairman of the Gallery, along with Margaret Stent, Anne
Morton , Tony Dagg and Dermont Rodwell we acted as the director of the gallery, until we applied and received a three
year grant from the NSW Ministry to assist in a director’s position. | wish the Cowra Gallery well for the next ten years.
Greg Daly

Photos at right from top:

* |n the interim 6 month period before Jacque Schultze took up her position as Director, Colleen Mead was our Gallery ‘person’.

* The late Melody Gough was a gallery intern and also our much loved youth representative on the original Friends Committee.

* Melissa Ellero/Statham was our Gallery Administration Officer and then acting Director until Brian Langer was appointed as our current
Director.

_ Jacqueline Schultze: Our first Gallery Director.

rom April 2003 until November 2007, | was fortunate to be the first director of the
(then) Cowra Art Gallery. During those nearly 5 years at the gallery, | saw many changes
in our operations. | think we grew in leaps and bounds into the regional gallery status we
obtained through the exciting programs we presented and the outreach into the region that
became a vital part of our vision.
| learned a lot during those years: probably the most important thing was how
great Cowra people were. The Friends of the Gallery were always supportive of the
projects we (the Gallery) embarked on, and made each enterprise fun and quite classy |
thought! And the Gallery Committee members lead by chairman David Henley worked
tirelessly (well--maybe we did get a little tired!) to help with strategic planning, hanging and
taking down the exhibitions, and so many other necessary details to keep it all going.
Along the way we had two wonderful gallery interns, Maryke Henderson and
Melody Gough, and of course Melissa Ellero, Gallery Assistant. | could not have done it

without everyone's help.

Highlights for me during those years were:

First - getting the job! | was so glad that the Council took a chance and hired me. | was always grateful for that and for their
support (and for the former Management Committee's invaluable support) during those years;

The first time we got the Archibald touring exhibition--a very big deal for us! And then we won the Cowra Business Award that
year--how good was that!

The tremendous growth of the Youth Art Awards, from just an idea to the huge supportive response from the region's visual
arts teachers by 2007 (and of course, the fundraising dinners for the Youth Awards--the masquerade dinner and the Don Burrows
concert);

The grants from various arts funding agencies which helped us do so many wonderful projects (arts residencies with area
schools, the Girrawa Project with inmates from the Bathurst correctional facility, and the outstanding touring shows we were privileged
to have-- the NSW Indigenous Art awards, the RAKA Award, Ken Hinds Collection and so many others)

But the main thing that stays with me is the people: the Friends who became friends, the gallery visitors who engaged with the
art (and told me if they didn't!) and the Cowra community which became my community.

So | wish you all a Happy Anniversary. | know the Gallery is continuing to grow and evolve under Brian's leadership, and change
and growth is important to keep us all on our toes. Enjoy your celebrations--you deserve to celebrate! It has been a marvelous 10 years
for the Cowra Regional Art Gallery.

With love and congratulations, Jacque.
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IN THE GALLERY M EN‘Q | communites CANOTH
Until 21 November 2010

Robert McFarlane - Received Moments
Photography 1961-2009

he Cowra Regional Art Gallery is delighted to present this significant exhibition of & %
works by acclaimed photographer, writer and critic Robert McFarlane. Since the

-~ 1 .
< .
1960’s, Robert McFarlane has been an influential figure in Australian photographic practise Bob Hawke ACTU Leader,

and criticism. Newcastle Civic Centre, 1976.
This is the first comprehensive survey of his work revealing a myriad of stories

and narratives. Included are events such as the arrival of the Beatles to Sydney in 1964; the political and social

Robyn Archer n — campaigning of Charles Perkins in the 1960s; key political figures in the Australian political landscape such as Bob

Tonight Lola Blau, ~ Hawke and Gough Whitlam, and Australian film, theatre and performing arts as well as moving social portraits of

Adelaide, 1 980. Australian society.

As a photo-journalist McFarlane has never gravitated to shooting hard news and frontline dramas. He tends to focus on
the dignity and integrity of an individual to which our attention is drawn through his camera. In McFarlane’s universe all subjects are
equal; whether a child, a celebrity, actor, activist, worker or beautiful woman.

“ | see making pictures as a receiving of the image. Where you stand, both physically and emotionally, decrees the kind of picture you,
through your camera, will ‘receive”, says McFarlane.

Robert McFarlane has work in major Australian gallery collections including The National Gallery of Australia, The Art Gallery
of New South Wales, The National Library of Australia, The National Portrait Gallery and private collections.

McFarlane is also an acclaimed photographic writer and critic, writing for publications such as The Sydney Morning Herald, The
Bulletin, Art + Australia and The Good Weekend.

The exhibition is a Manly Art Gallery and Museum touring exhibition
Robert McFarlane is represented by Josef Lebovic Gallery, Sydney.

roed sirp oty

From Director Brian Langer

GALLERY NEWS Photos by Colleen Mead

21 August to 10 October 2010 the Cowra Regional Art Gallery was fortunate to have two fascinating
exhibitions on display. F I

i Mg | I

IB" FRUITS: Tokyo Street Style — Photographs by Shoichi Aoki

his was the first major exhibition for Japanese

photographer Shoichi Aoki, comprising a delightful
collection of images taken in Tokyo between1997-2002.

Glynis Jones, Curator Design, History and Society

Powerhouse Museum spoke at the Exhibition Opening and
presented a Floor Talk about the collection. Glynis is shown
at right speaking about the photographs.

A touring exhibition developed by the Powerhouse Museum, Sydney,
in association with Shoichi Aoki.

| =] R

Glynis Jones, of the
Power House Museum

The Eternal Now: Shibori Textiles by Barbara Schey.
ydney based textile and Shibori artist Barbara Schey presented a
beautiful display of shibori textiles. The richness of the glowing

colours demonstrated Barbara’s talent and imagination, resulting in

fabrics of remarkable beauty.
Barbara also gave an interesting floor talk about her work,
and is shown at left with her work and her audience.

In the gallery 10 July to 15 August 2010
ESSINGTON: New works by Joanna Logue.
his exhibition was opened
by Peter Haynes, Director
Museums and Galleries ACT
who was also the Judge when
Joanna was awarded the
Central West Regional Artists
Award in March 2009.
Joanna is shown at left
with David Henley- sponsor of the Award -
and one of her works in the exhibition.

Joanna and Peter Haynes are shown above.
Joanna gave a very insightful Gallery Talk on the Sunday, speaking of her
desire to be an ‘abstract expressionist’ invoking the ‘unfathomable’.
She wants her work to explain how she feels when she walks in the
landscape that she loves. The end results are works of ethereal beauty.
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Artist talk and Workshop Projects

From 21 — 29 August 2010 the Cowra Regional Art Gallery hosted an artist-in residency
workshop project in association with the exhibition The Eternal Now — Shibori Textiles by Barbara
Schey, with the financial support of ArtsNSW.

Barbara Schey is a Sydney based textile and shibori
artist and her residency consisted of the presentation of a floor
talk about the works in her exhibition The Eternal Now, at the
Gallery; a weekend shibori workshop for adults; and shibori
workshops for senior students at Cowra High School and
Canowindra High School. A total of 70 students participated
in the various sessions of activities presented by Barbara.

The school workshops focused on a shibori
technique known as ‘disappearing shibori’ which relates to the
‘discharge’ of colour in a dyed material textile by using bleaching
| chemicals. Students used a number of tying, clamping, and
twisting techniques on black material and then placing their
pieces into a bucket of diluted bleach to strip away the colour.
They also used plastic bottles with small nozzles (containing
bleach), allowing them to write and draw onto the material in an
% experimental and expressive way.

Top: Creations out to dry “From this workshop students learnt innovative new techniques which may
and Above: Barbara be further developed for fashion, textile, design or art works. A number of senior
demonstrating at students indicated they would like to incorporate these techniques into their HSC
Canowindra High School . . . » . .
works next year in D&T (Textiles and Visual Arts)” said Tony Dagg, Visual Arts
Teacher at Canowindra High School.
e e 5, B TS AR )
J‘?’f?‘\ \ ?’N} . % Adult Workshop
e o’ y The weekend adult workshop held at the Cowra
Regional Art Gallery in the multi purpose room/workshop
space was a unique opportunity for nine local participants to
engage with leading edge techniques Barbara Schey has adapted K
for “the home studio” from recent study trips to Japan and Director Brian with
France. his beautiful creation

The workshop was highly successful with participants
producing several pieces during the two days including silk scarves and cotton
sarongs.

Ar’ti St _ in- ReSiden C)I m Report and photos by Cowr‘a Regional Art Gallery

Barbara Schey and
Cowra High students
who participated in the
Workshops

Workshop participants with Special Schools Day at the Gallery
finished works The Gallery presented a special schools day on Wednesday 8 September 2010 with guest
speaker Susanne Chee, Textile Conservator at the Powerhouse Museum. Susanne presented two
illustrated talks about Japanese fashion in association with the exhibition Museums
FRUITS: Tokyo Street Style — Photographs by Shoichi Aoki B oo B Galerios

Over 60 students travelled to the Cowra
Regional Art Gallery from Young High School and
Canowindra High School to attend the guest
speaker presentations. Many students were also
interested in the work that Susanne does as a
textile conservator at the Museum.

The Gallery subsidised the bus travel of
School Students at the  the schools to Cowra with funding assistance from Arts NSW

Shibori exhibition and Museums and Galleries NSWV through a touring exhibitions

grant.
The Gallery would like to thank textile artist Barbara Schey and Susanne Chee from the Powerhouse Young High School
Museum for their support of the above outreach projects presented by the Cowra Regional Art Gallery. students at the talk

SChOOI HOlida)’S WO I"kShOP - Tuesday 28 September

The Gallery presented in conjunction with the FRUITS: Tokyo Street Style
exhibition a special children’s workshop titled Fresh FRUIT Fashion Bags for 7 — |3
year olds. The workshop included experimenting with fruit block printing, painting and
shibori textile dyeing. Nine children attended the workshop and took home their own
unique shoulder bag and hand printed textile lengths.

Workshop tutor was Jacque Perry.

Photos show children participating at the Workshops.
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GALLERY CALENDAR

October 2010 to January 201 |

In the Gallery

Until 21 November 2010 Robert McFarlane
Swan Lake Sydney

Robert McFarlane: Received Moments, Photography 1961 —2009.  Entertanment Centre,

c1987.
A significant survey exhibition of acclaimed Australian photographer, writer and

critic. Robert McFarlane. (see page 6 for more information)
EI i Canon
Communitios
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Special Event — not to be missed!!
Saturday 30 October 2010 at the Cowra Civic Centre commencing 7pm.
Cowra Regional Art Gallery -
10th Anniversary Celebrations 2000 - 2010

Come and join us for a special night to celebrate ten wonderful years in the life of our Gallery.
The theme is Moulin Rouge and guests are invited to come in fancy dress, with special prizes for the best dressed Madame
and Monsieur. The night will feature great entertainment and food - canapés, a special buffet dinner by Tommy Jeffs and
French style dessert. Tickets at $65 pp are available from the Cowra Shire Council and Cowra Regional Art Gallery.

Coming up in the Cowra Library
2 November 2010 to 26 February 2011 Special launch in the Library: Wednesday 10 November 2010 at 12 noon.

OPERATION ART

Obperation Art includes a wide variety of media, from drawing and painting to collage, photography, printmaking, computer graphics
and textiles. Children create their artwork knowing that they will be appreciated by sick children in hospital and their families.

Coming up in the Gallery
27 November to 8 December 2010 Exhibition Opening: Saturday 27 November 2010 at 1.30pm
Admission is Free — including Pizza.

2010 Regional Student Youth Art Exhibition and Awards

This is the seventh year the Cowra Regional Art Gallery will present the Regional Student Youth Art Exhibition and Awards,
showcasing the work of young artists from central west high schools in years 10, || and 12. The exhibition is a unique opportunity for
students to realise and present their work in a public gallery. The 2010 Awards Judge is Tracy Callinan, Executive Officer of
Arts OutWest.

Coming up in the Gallery

16 December 2010 to 30 January 2011 Exhibition Opening: Wednesday |5 December 2010. Invitation only
Presented by Country Energy

Countryscapes

Countryscapes the $35,000 Country Energy Art Prize for Landscape Painting — is one of Australia’s richest annual We fsa hora tra.
landscape art prizes. 2010 is the eighth year that Countryscapes will be held. Entry is open to artists whose principal place of residence is
within Country Energy’s network distribution area, which covers 95 per cent of New South Wales’ land mass.
The winner of 2010 Countryscapes is Wendy Teakel from Murrumbateman. Note: Wendy is a previous winner of the Calleen Prize.

Public Program
Friday 5 November 2010 at 6.30pm (Multi Purpose Room)
After Hours at the Gallery

Join Cowra based Sculptor Ken Hutchinson for a talk about his art practice and the public art projects that he has been involved
in and the consolidation of community identity and cultural development that have resulted from these projects. Ken will present an
account with images of two recent projects - Sculpture in the Scrub at Baradine during 2009/2010 and the Bathurst Hospital Forecourt
public sculpture project - a major commission for Greater Western Area Health which was completed in October 2010.

Two other projects that fit into this paradigm are a commission for the Mudgee playground committee in collaboration with the
Mudgee Waradjuri community and the Maroochydore International Marble Symposium.

There will also be the presentation of the ABC Television - Artscape documentary about the Sculpture in the Scrub project at

Baradine. (Wine and nibbles will follow - Admission Free)

Cowra Regional Art Gallery Hours: Tuesday to Saturday |0am — 4pm, Sunday 2pm — 4pm

Gallery Director: Brian Langer Acting Gallery Administration Officer: Jacque Perry Web page www: cowraartgallery.com.au
77 Darling Street, Cowra NSW 2794 Ph. 02 6340 2190 Fax: 02 6340 2191 Email: cowraartgallery@cowra.nsw.gov.au

“The Friends” is a volunteer organisation formed to support the Cowra Regional Art Gallery, and operates as a committee of Cowra Shire Council.
Meetings are held on the first Friday of each month at 5.30 pm in the Multipurpose room adjacent to the Gallery
except when the date clashes with a Gallery Opening night. All welcome.

President Secretary Subscription Secretary Newsletter Editor Catering Officer
Jack Mallon Ph 63450363 Lois Foster Ph 63411408 Vanda Cassim Ph 63421165 Gwen Clark Ph 63423995 Wendy Quilter Ph 63421652

It's choice - not chance - that determines your destiny. Jean Nidetch
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