
ARTIST STATEMENT
Walking on the fringe of towns and     
cities has become a habit of mine. 
There exists in these marginal land-
scapes a different poetic to that which 
is found in the ‘heritage core’ of the 
inner city or the important ‘get away’ 
destinations of established  beauty. It 
doesn’t offer the attractions of heritage 
walks, coastal walks, bush walks or art 
walks. 

Instead the wanderer inhabits terrain 
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Perambulating around these edgelands 
is also a way of exploring the psychosis 
of these forgotten places where there 
is a feeling of real and imagined nar-
ratives lurking beneath the apparently 
banal surfaces of the everyday. 

N I C H O L A S  B L O W E R S
 
Portal   2014
ink and charcoal on paper 48 x 69cm

Materials

A4 paper
2B pencil

Activity Early - Primary
Think of 5 words that describe Portal. 
What is it a drawing of? What does it 
remind you of?

Activity Secondary
Describe the textures created in    
Portal 2014. 

Artspeak
Photorealism
Reflection
Habitat
Beauty

Artfact
Photorealism is a genre of art that        
encompasses painting, drawing and 
other graphic mediums, in which an artist 
studies a photograph and then attempts 
to reproduce the image as realistically 
as possible in another medium. The first 
generation of American photorealists 
includes such painters as John Baeder, 
Richard Estes, Ralph Goings, Chuck 
Close, Charles Bell, Audrey Flack, Don 
Eddy, Robert Bechtle and Tom Blackwell.
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ART STUDYING ACTIVITY
SECONDARY

What is this a drawing of? What materials have been used?

Below write 5 words to desrcibe Portal  2014

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Where is the focal point in the work? Explain where your eye goes first 
when you look at this work. Then where does it lead? 

What palette has been used?

Blowers’ describes this work as a representation of narratives lurking 
under the banal everyday surfaces. What may he mean by this?

N I C H O L A S  B L O W E R S 
Portal   2014
ink and charcoal on paper 48 x 69cm
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ARTIST STATEMENT

What boys will be…Food Court focuses 
on the ordinariness of men and what 
they do. The wire and the shadow it 
throws animate what I have observed 
while sitting in my local shopping mall;  
watching men standing, waiting and/ or 
eating. 

I associate wire with men. Wire such as 
fencing wire and clothes hangers have 
been used as a source of ingenuity; 
opening locked car doors, replacing a 
missing cupboard handle and securing a 
gate. 

J O H N  A  R O B I N S O N
What boys wi l l  be.. .  Food Court  
2013
coat hanger wire 81 x 105cm

Materials

A4 paper
2B pencil

Activity Early - Primary
Close your eyes and feel the shape of 
your face. Keeping your eyes closed draw 
your face without taking your pencil off the 
pages.

Activity Secondary
Sit across from a friend. without looking at 
the paper draw the contours of their face. 
Chnage hands and draw their face again 
using a different colour pencil.

Artspeak
contour
portrait
sculpture

Artfact
Contour drawing is an artistic technique used 
in the field of art in which the artist sketches 
the contour of a subject by drawing lines that 
result in a drawing that is essentially an outline. 
Contour is the French word for “outline.” The 
purpose of contour drawing is to emphasize the 
mass and volume of the subject rather than the 
detail; the focus is on the outlined shape of the 
subject and not the minor details. 
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   DRAWING ACTIVITY
TOTS
Draw a face without taking your pencil off the paper.
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J O H N  A  R O B I N S O N
What boys wi l l  be.. .  Food Court  
2013
coat hanger wire 81 x 105cm

NAME



   DRAWING ACTIVITY
EARLY - PRIMARY 
Try drawing the face below. Do not take your hand off the paper. Do this twice.
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J O H N  A  R O B I N S O N
What boys wi l l  be.. .  Food Court  
2013
coat hanger wire 81 x 105cm

NAME



      DRAWING ACTIVITY
SECONDARY
Using coathanger wire construct a 3D drawing based on the style of artist John A 
Robinson. Consider proportion and contour lines. Draw the face below and do not 
take your hand off the paper.
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J O H N  A  R O B I N S O N
What boys wi l l  be.. .  Food Court  
2013
coat hanger wire 81 x 105cm
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Manning Regional Art  Gal lery  
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A c k n o w l e d g e m e n t s

This education kit  was developed by Nardia Walters,  Gallery 
Development Officer,  Grafton Regional Gallery
Grafton Regional Gal lery
Director:  Jude McBean
Curator:  Cher Breeze 
Education and Publ ic Programs Off icer:  Nardia Walters
Administ rat ion Off icer:  Avron Thompson 

This education kit  was published by the Grafton Regional Gallery for 
the 2014 Jacaranda Acquisit ive Drawing Award 
Grafton Regional Gal lery 18 October -  7 December 2014
The exhibit ion has been ass isted by the Fr iends of Grafton Gal lery,  Clarence Val ley 
Counci l  and the sponsors of the 2014 JADA.

2014 Jacaranda Acquisit ive Drawing Award
Judge: John McDonald, Sydney Morning Herald art  cr i t ic and curator. 
Exhibit ion and Tour Manager:  Cher Breeze
Publ ic Programs and Education: Nardia Walters
Design: Nardia Walters
Text and images copyr ight:  Grafton Regional Gal lery and the authors
Al l  images appear courtesy of the art ists  and as detai led
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